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Securtnc Horses ror OPERATION. 


To do the best surgical work an operator should 
have his patient under such control that every step of 
the operation can be carried out with exactness, and 
that all accidents can be guarded against. The 
simpler operations may be undertaken with a very 
small amount of control, but the strength of the 
horse and his temperament are such variable quanti- 
ties that no excuse can be made for failures when the 
necessary amount of control has been wrongly esti- 
mated. Of course injury to the operator is a personal 
matter he has to face with the best grace he can, 
and injury to assistants is a possible cause of action 
at law. 

A twitch on the nose and a leg held up by an assist- 
ant are, by many practitioners, esteemed sufficient 
for almost all sargery—some never venture on work 
requiring more perfect control. 

The majority of us are content with hobbles and 
chloroform for important operations and it must be 
confessed that they are sufficient for the ordinary 
man. One great advantage they possess is their 
portability—we can take them to the patient where- 
ever he is. The disadvantages are the stooping posi- 
tion of the operator and in some cases the impossi- 
bility of placing and keeping the patient in the best 
position for the work we have to do. 

An operating table has long been a desideratum, 
but the expense and the pattern have been objec: 
tions. To put a horse on a table is no easy matter, 


but has been overcome by having the top made to! P 


move on a hinge. This form is used for vaccinating 
calves, and works well. When the patient is a 
horse the table has to be very heavy and strong, 
even if not cumbersome, and there is a difficulty when 
the operation requires the animal to be turned from 
oae side on to the other. 

An iron frame, something like the well-known 
Wooden stocks, has been used for years, but with the 
‘iitional convenience that the apparatus works on 
binges and can be laid down, with the horse fixed 
One on either side. Recently Mr. Jno. A W. 
Po ar has been working on the subject, and has now 

ceeded in producing a “‘ table” which affords per- 
eet control and security whilst permitting the horse 
wt Maintained in any position. Practitioners 
hekine like to see it have only to callin New 
all ab teet, those whom distance prevents can read 

~ “te itin a little book just published by Messrs. 
‘th and Co., of Castle Street, Edinbargh. 

lisa his usual thoroughness Mr. Dollar has sup- 
.“ Dumber of illustrations which render the 


ees perfectly clear. The horse can be fixed 
inte eet, on his back, on his side, and in every 


position. 


The ‘table”’ marks the 


AN ILLEGAL APPOINTMENT. 


In The Times of March 1st, 1900, page 7, amongst 
the names of the officers embarking in s.s. Cymric 
from Liverpool to South Africa with the Imperial 
Yeomanary, is that of Veterinary Lieutenant W. B. 
Wallis, on the staff of the 11th Battalion. There are 
three gentlemen of the name of Wallis on the Register 
but none with the initials of W. B. We would have 
been disposed to regard this as a printer’s error but 
that a ramour has reached us which we can scarcely 
credit, that unqualified men—those who only possess 
certificates from unrecognised schools that do not 
entitle them to registration—have been appointed as 
veterinary officers to the Imperial Yeomanry. 

We have not yet noticed any such name in the 
London Gazette, but in view of this rumour itis a 
matter that behoves the registration committee to 
keep an eye on. 

Section 16 Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881, 44 & 45 
Vict., Chapter 62, runs ‘If after the passing of this 
act any person, not being a Fellow or a Member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, takes or 
uses any name or title addition or description, by 
means of initials or letters placed after his name or 
otherwise stating or implying that heis a Fellow or a 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
he shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty 
ounds.”’ 

Both the Yeomanry and Army Veterinary Depart- 

ment regulations distinctly state that a candidate for 
appointment must be an M.R.C.V.S., and these 
regulations can be purchased by the public. It would 
appear therefore that any persons gazetted as Veteri- 
nary Lieut. or Veterinary officer whose name was not 
on the register, by taking such title would be implying 
he was a Fellow or Member, and liable to prosecution 
under the above quoted Section 16. 
The Act only applies to Great Britain and Ireland, 
but by the doctrine of exterritoriality, or in other 
words that a ship nnder the English flag is a part of 
the United Kingdom, an offence committed on board 
such a ship on the high seas is liable to prosecution 
as if it had been committed in the United Kingdom, 
and a person assuming a title on board such a ship 
whereby he implied that he was a Member or Fellow 
of the R.C.V.S., could he proceeded against in the 
United Kingdom, until he arrived within three miles 
of the foreign country i.e. Cape of Good Hope, and 
again on his return, subject only to the doctrine of 
limitation of time for instituting such proceedings. 


in the evolution of control 
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A SHARP BUT PROFITABLE LESSON ON 
HERNIA. 


Like many more young members of the profession 
I have made a somewhat serious mistake, and if by 
giving an account of it anyone may be kept out of a 
similar predicament my relating this experience will 
not be in vain. 

On February 27th ultimo I was requested to see a 
pit pony gelding which, when first seen, was noticed 
to have a considerable swelling on the inside of the 
near thigh. This had appeared suddenly, but beyond 
that no history was forthcoming. The point of the 
sheath was also swullen, and the animal evinced pain 
on pressure down the inside of the thigh, but there 
‘was no swelling of the lower parts of the limb, other- 
wise the animal appeared well. 

Diagnosis. —Lymphangitis. 

Treatment.— Physic, cooling lotion, and hot fomen- 
tations locally. 

On March Ist i again visited the pit and found 
that the bowels had acted freely, but otherwise there 
‘was no change. Accordingly diuretics were pre- 
‘scribed and local treatment as before. 

Fours days later (March 5th) there was in addition 
to the previously mentioned symptoms a swelling 
along the abdomen, and a soft prominence inside the 
thigh about three inches behind the point of the stifle. 
Curious to know what this contained I made an in- 
cision large enough to admit my little finger, but 
nothing came out. I felt soft tissues,)but did not 
‘suspect their true nature. 

On the following morning about 5 a.m. I was 
called to attend the same animal, which had been 
found knocking itself about at 3.30 a.m. (it was all 
right when left at 11 p.m. the previous night). On 
arrival I found the bowels protruding 18 or 20 inches 
through the incision made by me. I administered a 
strong anodyne (the messenger knew nothing of the 
nature of the case) and returned for assistance, ropes 
etc. to cast the animal and replace the intestine— 
not at all an easy matter in a pit. The original 
aperture had to be considerably enlarged, and on the 
introduction of the hand along with the intestines a 
large hole was felt in the abdominal wall. On re- 
moving the feces from the rectum the bladder was 
found greatly distended. It was then decided to de- 
stroy the animal. 

Post-mortem.—Under the skin on the near side a 
rupture six inches long was found in the abdominal 
floor (through this the bowel protruded) and a sac 
large enough to contain a full sized water melon was 
situated between the skin and the gracilis muscle. 
With the contained bowel this formed the swelling 
spoken of. On the other side of the median raphe 
were several apertures of 1-2 inches in length, but 
there was no evidence of the intestines protruding 
therefrom. 

This hernia seems to me to have been caused by 
the animal slipping with both hind feet simultane- 
ously, presumably on the hutch rails, and falling on 
its abdomen with the hind legs apart. 

I may say that during all the time I attended the 


taking place in a living tissue as t 


— 


animal feces and urine were regularly passed and the 
animal ate fairly well. 

The position of the hernia inside the thigh and not 
in the scrotum was the cause of my error in diag. 
nosis. The moral is obvious—be more careful in 
diagnosis and have more valid reasons than curiosity 
for putting the lancet into any tissues. 

Novice. 


METASTATIC INFLAMMATION. 


A condition comparatively common in equine prac- 
tice, but so far as I know very little discussed in the 
professional journals. Within three days of each 
other, some few weeks ago. I had two cases of meta- 
stasis both terminating fatally. 

Case I was a highly plethoric gelding (cart), four 
years old, which we were called to see about 7 p.m. 
The symptoms shown were indicative of muco- 
enteritis for which sedatives were administered com- 
bined with morphia injections. For 18 hours the 
abdominal pain was excessive, at the end of which 
time it gradually ceased. Some three Lours later we 
saw the patient when lung symptoms were noted, 
hurried respiration, ete. Our diagnosis then made was 
metastatic pneumonia. Fifteen hours later he died, 
standing stubbornly to the last and literally dropping 
without a struggle. 

Case II. was a badly nourished iron grey gelding, 
6 years old, suffering from lymphangitis of the right 
hind leg. Simple aperient and diuretic preparations 
were prescribed with the result that ‘he inflamms- 
tory symptoms gradually subsided having no consti- 
tutional alterations save for the edematous condition 
of the affected limb, which | may say was consider- 
able. A continuation of low non-stimulating dietary 
with moderate walking exercise was ordered. __ 

At midnight we were fetched to see horse which 
on arrival we found was suffering from bowel 
derangement. The temperature was 104°F., and 00 
the ascent. The cedema of the limb had almost dis- 
appeared, and that, too, within a few hours. In 
fact the absorption was most rapid, and some time 
before death the leg had become perfectly fine. He 
died at 8 a.m. the following morning. ; 

liemarks. These two cases, although possessing somé 
things in common, are nevertheless deeply margin 
from each other. Case 1 is 4n example of what one 
might term acute metastasis (which in my experience 
is the more common in practice) in contra-distinet? 
to passive metastasis as typefied in case two. Int 
first case we have a transference of the actual A 
flammatory condition from one organ to the other. 
In the second, it is not so much the inflam 
condition but the products of that condition 
are transferred. to be 

The pathdlogy of metastasis seems to mé © | 
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und the There can be no doubt that when such an import-| times on the evening of November 25th whilst re- 
ant organ as the bowels are inflamed the whole cir- | turning home with a load, a distance of 7 miles, but 
nd not culatory system must be in an altered condition | did not fall down. Furthermore he did not consider 
n diag- and probably chemical changes of an irritant charac- | she had improved from the 26th to the 81st. 
eful in ter have taken place. Also, is it not most likely| 1 gave my opinion as fracture of the Ist right rib,. 
iriosity that where lung complications follow enteritis, that | and ordered slaughter, because circumstances were 
in our zeal to alleviate the pain proceeding from the | not favourable for a long course of treatment. The 
VICE. latter we exhibit powerful narcotics which each and | mare was despatched the next day, the post-mortem 
allexerting an inhibitory action upon the cardiac | examination, which I conducted personally, 1evealed 
centre producing hypostatic congestion followed by | a sound first rib and olecranon on the affected side. 
an established inflammation. The only condition observed was an infiltration of 
In Case 2the passive products were absorbed.from | the subcutaneous and muscular tissues about the 
the limb with greater rapidity than they could be | region of the off elbow. ‘The infiltration appeared to 
Siaitae. discharged from the system through the excretory | be an amber-coloured serosity. 
A; the organs, skin, kidneys, and bowels. 
2 enh Unfortunately for want of time we were unable to 
reer hold post-mortems in either case. . 
W. M. Scorr, F.R.C.V.S. 
t), four Bridgwater. 
7 p.m. 
f muco- 
ed com- DROPPED ELBOW. 
urs the By Horace L. Roserts, M.R.C.V.S., Diss. 
f which 
later we 
e noted, An aged bay mare, height 14-3, was found in her 
rade was stableon the morning of November 26th very lame 
he died, on the off-fore leg. When I was called in on Nov. 
ropping 30th the symptoms were slight pain, severe lame- 
ness, and when the animal was made to walk she 
gelding, progressed with the utmost difficulty, and seemed in 
he right danger of falling down. 
arations 
flamma- 
consti- 
ondition 
sonsider- 
g dietary Remarks. From the accompanying photograph 
a we may note the marked dropping of the elbow, 
e which which has been generally considered indicative of 
n bowel fractured Ist rib of the affected side. 
and 00 The question arises, how often are we justified in 
nost dis- giving an opinion of fractured 1st rib in those cases 
urs. Jn where radial paralysis is one of the chief symptoms 
me time manifested ? I admit ‘‘ one swallow does not make a 
ine. He summer,” but nevertheless I fear the percentage of 
cases where a fractured first rib is the cause of 
ing some ‘dropped elbow” is considerably Jower than some. 
margiD practitioners opine. 
what one 
istinction 
In the The Thoroughbred Stallion Show. 
tual in- 
he other. In the District Class F, ten out of 15 were selected,. 
mmatory ; but two of the ten were cast by the veterinary inspectors, 
on which me | who, on the other hand, passed all the six submitted to. 
See | them in the Jast of the classes for England and Wales, and 
me to be Le So | it was only in the five Scottith classes that there was 
son, who anything like a “massacre of the innocents.” A very 
changes large proportion of the 19 enteries were either disliked 
of some _| by the judges or cast by the veterinary inspectors, so that 
+ the in two classes—those for Ayrshire and Ross-shire~-it was 
that flu There w . . necessary to sellect stallions from among those which 
the m another h aS no evidence of a fall or a kick by | had been given reserved numbers in the English districts 
"horse, the owner said she stumbled several | for which they were originally entered.— Zhe Times. 
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EVERSION OF THE UTERUS IN THE 
MARE, 
By W. R. Davis, M.R.C.V.S., Swansea. 


I feel sure that a number of your readers were like 
myself, sorry when the interesting communications 
on the above subject, which appeared in The Veteri- 
nary Record, ceased. One of the writers stated that 
he could only find a record of such an accident in 
‘‘ Fleming’s Obstetrics,’’ I have seen three cases, and 
I am almost certain that I published two of them in 
The Veterinary Record when they occurred in the 
spring of 1894. As I remember the three oc- 
casions quite well I will, with your permission, recall 
them. 

No. 1 was the property of a small farmer. He 
came for me at three o’clock in the morning, having 
walked a distance of 10 miles. He had first consulted 
a quack who, however, was afraid to undertake the 
case and advised my being called. The mare and 
foal were therefore left in a big box while the owner 
trudged to town. On our arrival the mare was found 
lying on her side in great agony and the foal stag- 
gering about over the uterus, which was nearly all 
protruded. The mare was found to be pulssless, and 
it was considered useless, after failing to rouse her 
with stimulants, to attempt replacement. She died 
in a few hours. This mare had an eazy foaling, 
parted with the membranes, and when left in the 
early part of the night appeared to be going on 
satisfactorily. 

Case No. 2 was that of a young Shire mare, the 
property of Geo. Daintree, Esq., near Littleport, 
Cambridgeshire. This mare had foaled at night, and 
shortly afterwards had everted the uterus and the 
bladder. My assistant, the late Eric Burton, 
M.R.C.V.S., was with the mare all night, and had 
returned the uterus but could not succeed in getting 
back the bladder. I was wired for in the morning, 
but did not reach the farm until nearly twelve 
o’clock. The mare, in spite of the efforts of the two 
men who kept pinching her back, strained con- 
tinuously. Urine trickled down the legs, and just 
beyond the lips of the vulva was part of a rounded 
red tumour. The general condition of the mare was 
very satisfactory, pulse, respirations, and temperature 
being about normal. A body twitch was put on and 
a good dose of chloral given, and then after compres- 
sing the viscus for sometime to get rid of the cedema, 
and having applied a good coating of vaseline, com- 
mencing at the part and next the meatus I returned 
it little by little, ending the operation by a good push 

with the fingers, in the shape of a cone, on the fun- 
dus. A couple of stitches were put through the labiz 
and the mare made a perfect recovery. 

The 8rd case was that of a Hackney mare, the 
property of the late T. Peacock, Esq., Littleport. 
This mare for sometime before she was due to foal 
was affected with the odema of the hind legs, so 
frequently seen in foaling mares. Exercise, good 
food, and tonics were ordered, but had no marked 
influence in reducing the condition. To make 
matters worse the mare was unable to get up without 


assistance for three weeks before she foaled. The 
slings had to be used on several occasions. At the 
time of foaling the mare was in a very weak state, 
and a few hours after parturition was accomplished 
she completely everted the uterus. The hind parts 
were raised by sacks of chaff and with some difficulty 
the organ was replaced, the vulva stitched, and the 
animal after being allowed to lie for some hours was 
lifted by the slings, and was not long in getting well 
again. My impression is that the employment of an 
anesthetic in these cases is not, as @ rule, necessary, 
nor do I think it desirable. Four grains of morphia 
hypodermically, or six drams of chloral hydrate by 
the mouth may be useful to dull sensibility. The 
use of antiseptics (Jeyes’ fluid 2 per cent. or hydr. 
perchloride 1 in 2000) to wash out the uterus is to be 
recommended, and was employed in the cases cited. 
The sequel to fear are metroperitonitis and laminitis, 
and these are guarded against by antiseptic washes 
and laxatives. So far as my experience goes ever- 
sion of the uterus in the sow is a much graver acci- 
dent than it is in the mare. I have known a sow 
die in a few hours after having everted this viscus. 
While eversion of the vagina is quite common in sows 
the uterus is in these animals seldom similarly dis- 
placed. 

The best method to adopt in returning it is to put 
a rope on each hind leg and pass the ropes over 4 
beam or over the woodwork dividing two stalls, and 
pull the animal’s hind part up taking care, of 
course, to prevent the organ being injured. The 
operator may mount into a wheel-barrow, partly to 
avoid the tusks of the patient and partly to bein 
better position to manipulate the organ. The same 
position helps in the return of the vagina, and in that 
of the rectum. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Neurosis or tHe Womp Carrie.—By Ver.-Svr- 
GEoN Kwiisex, of Lucerne. 


Kniisel has treated for 28 years an affection in cat- 
tle to which he gives the above name and which bas 
hitherto not been described in veterinary literature. 
The illness occurs after parturition. The form ° 
the attack is variable ; at one time there is great 
easiness and disturbance at first, soon followed by 
comatose symptoms, but generally one finds these 
symptoms existing together. 

As a rule eight days after birth, seldom after four 
weeks, the animal commences to slaver and dri 4 
to gnaw and bite at the manger, lick the te 
shoulders of her neighbours, and begins to lic Be 
rub and to bite herself as if itching badly. os 
one cow had bitten a large wound on her left sho " 
At the same time or thereabouts there 1s unrest, ‘ 
citement and even delirium. The animals ae bel- 
jump against the manger, pull on their poor 
low, have staring and anxious look, at the a ithet 
cramp appearances and grinding of the gn aw 
one sees these symptoms or coincident with ont 
pearances of depression. The excitement 
into a comatose condition. The animals star 
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on the crib, straddle their legs, and will apathotically 
stagger and fall oneach other. The temperature is 
generally about 39 or 39:5. The pulse during the 
excitement is quick, and during the depression under 
the normal in frequency. The illness runs a quick 
course and in 21 to 24 hours ends in recovery. Ina 
few cases this state of depression is interrupted by 
repeated excitement. The illness then continues 
three to eight days; however the course is always 
favourable, and this favourable course differentiates 
the affection from inflammation of the brain or 
tubercular meningitis. 

In 126 cases noted by Kniisel recovery always oc- 
curred, Good bedding and fresh air, loosing the 
animals from the chain and binding the horns is 
sufficient. 

In all cases one can give potassium bromide hypo- 
dermically or by the mouth, with excellent results.— 
Schweizer Archiv. 


G. M. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Tuesday afternoun, February 20th. 
The President (Mr. H.J. Dawes, of West Bromwich) 
vecupied the chair, and there were also present : Messrs. 
J Abson, Sheffield ; E. Beddard, Wolverhampton ; H. 
Barrett, Nuneaton ; W. Carless, Stafford ; W.S. Carless, 
Worcester ; J. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; H. Collett, West 
Bromwich ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; H. L- Pemberton, 
Bridgnorth ; Trevor Spencer, Kettering; R. C. Trigger, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme; G. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent; 
J. Whyte, Senbury ; J. Blakeway, D. McGill, and J. 
Maleolm, Birmingham ; visitors: Messrs. Pickering, 
— ; Heelis, Solihull ; Gofton and Pearce, Birming- 


LetTrers or APOLOGY. 


. The following gentlemen notified, with regret, their 
nanity to be present: Professors Dewar, Penberthy, 
Weennnd and Williams ; Messrs. T. J. Merrick, F. Ww 
iy: T. H. Hobson, F. W. Barling, J. L. Barling, 
7 pee A. W. Mason, J. J. Burchnall, G. Rossell, 
ath ae H. S. Reynolds, T. Ludlow, A. B. For- 
ie - Green, F.G. Warmington, C. Haywood, and 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION. 


The President nominated for membership of the 
vill agg Mr. L. W. Hee.is, of Solihull, whose name 
meeting rought forward in the ordinary way next 
~ Hoy. Treasurer said that on behalf of Mr. 
he Leicester, who was unavoidably absent, he 
as a member of this Association, Mr. 
ition Of Coalville. Mr. Taylor seconded the 
which was carried unanimously. 


Tue Large Mr. STaN.ey. 


The Hox. Sp 
Staley. ae . read a letter he had received from Mrs. 


ingham, acknowledging the vute of sym- 
t , aging the y 
fami Passed at the previous meeting with her and her 


ELection or OFFICERS. 


The next business being the election of officers, Mr. 
W. CaR.Ess rose for the purpose of proposing Mr. J. J. 
Burchnall, of Loughborough, as president for the ensuing 
year, and said unfortunately Mr. Burchnall was not with 
them that afternoon, but it was a very rare thing for him 
to be absent. They knew what a deep interest Mr. 
Burchnall took in the affairs of the Association, and his. 
many excellent private qualities, not to mention the 
honourable position he held in his profession, would 
make him a worthy successor to the present occupant of 
the chair. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WaRTNABY said he had very much pleasure im 
seconding the proposition, for he had known Mr. Burch- 
nall for many years to be an intelligent and straight- 
forward man of business. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of the President. seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, Mr. Trevor Spencer was elected one of the vice- 
pone for the year,and Mr. D McGill (proposed by 

r. Gooch, and seconded by Mr. Trigger) the other. 

The PRESIDENT proposed the re-election of Mr. J. 
Blakeway, as Treasurer, and referred to the very admir- 
able manner in which that gentleman looked after the 
finances of the Association. 

Mr Goocnu, in seconding, said that as one of the 
auditors, he was able to testify to Mr. Blakeway’s 
efficiency as keeper of the Association’s purse. The 
motion was unanimously carried. 

Mr. TricGER moved that Mr. H. J. Dawes, the retir- 
ing president, be elected secretary. He said that when 
Mr. Dawes was made President, there was some sort of 
understanding that at the close of his term of office in the 
chair, he should resume the secretarial duties, which he 
had previously discharged in such a satisfactory manner. 
Without desiring to speak disparagingly of Mr. Mal- 
colm’s services, which they most heartily appreciated, 
he was bound to say that Mr. Dawes was the best secre- 
tary they had ever had, (Applause). 

Mr. Matcotm begged to second the motion, and 
observed that he had only superseded Mr. Dawes while 
the latter enjoyed the honour which he was now about 
to relinquish. 

— motion was carried, and Mr. Dawes accepted the 
office. 

The retiring auditors (Messrs. Trigger and Gooch) 
were, upon the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Malcolm, unanimously re-appointed. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The TREASURER (Mr. Blakeway) presented his annual 
financial statement, duly audited and certified correct. 
It was as follows : 


Receipts. 

£ d. 

Balance at Bank, January Ist, 1899 _ 176 7 4 
Subscriptions and Entrance Fees during 1899 43 0 0 
Bank Interest 40 9 
Total £223 8 1 

Expenditure. 

d. 

Veterinary Benevolent Fund 5 5 0 
Bills as per Secretary 3416 2 
Delegates Expenses to Baden-Baden Conference 30 0 O 
Birmingham University Fund Grant 25 0 O 
Bills as per Treasurer a 
Balance at the Bank, December 31st, 1899 127 010 
Total £2223 8 1 


During 1899, the Treasurer proceeded, seven new mem- 


e dumioae death of Mr. Stanley, an old member of 


bers had been elected ; one member had died ; one 
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resigned ; and one struck off for arrear of subscription. 
They now boasted eleven honorary associates, and 98 
ordinary members, making a total of 109, as against 105 
the previous year. 

The PRESIDENT proposed, and Mr. SPENCER seconded 
that the balance sheet be adopted, and this was 


agreed to. 


A RESIGNATION. 


The TREASURER announced that Mr. J. Furness, of 
Darlington, in sending a cheque paying his subscription 
up-to-date, expressed a wish to resign his membership of 
the Association, owing to the fact that he now resided so 
far away from the Midland district. He (the Treasurer) 
moved that the resignation be accepted, with regret. 

This was seconded by the President, and carried. 


DEFAULTING MEMBERS. 


The TREASURER said it was his painful duty to report 
that four members (whose names, at the request of the 
meeting, be read out) were four years in arrear with 
their subscriptions. Strictly speaking, those gentlemen 
ceased to be members, but he never liked to enforce 
Rule 6, which empowered him to strike their names off 
the list himself, without first bringing the matter under 
the notice of the other members. 

On the motion of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. W. 8S. 
Carless, the Treasurer was requested to put rule 6 into 
pa a in the case of the four defaulters whom he had 
named. 

Arising out of the discussion on this subject, Mr. Trig- 
ger gave notice that at the next meeting of the Associa- 
tion, he should propose an amendment torule 6, whereby 
no gentleman should be considered a member of the 
Association until his entrance fee be paid. 


THE ELECTION To CoUNCIL. 


The PRESIDENT reminded the Aseopiagion that their 
two representatives on the Council of the College, 
Messrs. Trigger and Wartnaby, were on the eve of retir- 
ing, and he thought it behoved them to take all possible 
care to secure their re-election. (Applause). He moved 
that this be done 

The Hon. Sec. said he had much pleasure in seconding 
the motion, because the two gentlemen in question had 
proved themselves thoroughly worthy of the Associa- 
tion’s confidence. If the Lancashire and Yorkshire, and 
Eastern Counties’ Associations again co-operated with 
them, he had no fear as to the result of Messrs. Trigger 
and Wartnaby’s candidature. (Applause.) 

The motion, which was briefly supported by Mr. W 
Carless, was heartily adopted. 

Mr. TRIGGER said he was extremely pleased at the 
action which the Association had just decided to take, 
and he begged to thank them very much for their ex- 
a rag of confidence. It was a misfortune of the 

allot box that both the Association’s representatives 
retired from the Council the same year, and he hoped 
that two candidates being run by one Association would 
not have a fatal effect. He himself had served 10 years 
on the Council, which might be considered enough for 
any ordinary man. However, he was most anxious to 
be returned once more, because the present financial con- 
dition of the College was so bad that he would like to 
see it remedied before he ceased to be officially connec- 
ted with it. Hedid not profess that he could set the 
matter right himself, but still, as Chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the College, he had a close per- 
sonal interest which he did not wish to sever at the 
present critical juncture. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WartnaBy also thanked the meeting for deciding 
to support his re-election. At the same time, if there 
were any difficulty in running two candidates, he should 
have no hesitation in retiring in Mr. Trigger’s favour. 


Professor Merram, of Edinburgh, read a paper enti- 
tled “Some Anomalies in Development, Apparent and 
Real, and their Practical Significance.” The following js 
a summary of it. 


Professor MetraM, after thanking the Society for the 
invitation to read a paper, began by expressing the 
opinion that an opportunity should be taken to bring 
forward the latest work done upon particular lines. 

After giving a brief reswmé of the structure of the 
ovum and the sperm and the earlier stages of develo 
ment, he proceeded to explain the results obtained in 
experimental embryology, and how such results may be 
utilised in explaining the development of monsters. 
Telegony, or the impregnation of the dam was touched 
upon, and possible hypotheses were examined, and an 
appeal was made to the profession for evidence or records 
of possible cases that may have come under the observa- 
tion of practitioners. 

The persistence of certain foetal structures was com- 
mented upon. The umbilical vesicle if it continues to 
develope gives rise to Meckel’s diverticulum, it may, 
however, by traction drag the ileum downwards to the 
umbilicus and produce umbilical hernia. The causation 
of ectopia in its various forms was explained, and also 
cryptorchidismus. The presence of fistulz in the region 
of the thrvat, of supernumerary digits in the limbs, the 
absence of a limb, and duplication of limbs were 
explained. 

neidentally the work of Joly in France upon the 
tarsus was referred to. That investigator believes that 
the tarsus is still going through an evolutionary process, 
the number of bones in disease-free hocks being reduced 
to five in eight specimens out of 49 examined. This is 
remarkable in view of the fact that 200 years ago seven 
bones were described, the difference being due to a fusion 
of the cuneiform bones. The question was asked whether 
the ossification of the lateral cartilages of the foot was a 
normal process or not. Is the formation of sidebone a 
reaction to prevent contraction and falling in of the heels! 
Is it a process equivalent to the gradual ossification of the 
cartilage of prolongation of the scapula ? 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. TRIGGER said he must first express his apprecla- 
tion of Prof. Mettam’s concise and interesting statement. 
Still, they would agree with him that the subject was 
one which did not enter into the every day practice of 
all. It opened up an immense field of conjecture, an 
Prof. Mettam had gone even beyond conjecture, destroy- 
ing one or two of his (the speaker's) lon constr 
theories. For instance, he had always thought that wi 
an animal, such as the mare, the production of twits 
depended upon the impregnation of each horn of the 
uterus, yet, according to Prof. Mettam, that impression 
was erroneous. The Professor astounded him by — 
ing that the placental membranes of a fwtus of - 
weeks were the size of a goose’s egg. Still, he 
always thought, and had found it fairly confirmed, t : 
the development of the placental membranes was i 
all proportion to the development of the foetus. 
no doubt that the slow development of the foetus In 
early stage and its rapid in its 
was a wise provision of Nature, because it not ng | “oon 
the dam from carrying a large foetus about fr - 
length of a time, but also reduced the risk of 5 pe 
concussion, which it otherwise might sustain. 
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to meet, showing no lameness, and working as well as 
the best of animals. In days gone by it was customary 
in diagnosing lameness, to attribute it to sidebone, if 


had some influence upon the future offspring, but he 
could only speak positively of one animal, and that was 
the pig. He gave instancvs in the breeding of pigs bear- 


such a condition existed, and he could not oy thinking | ing out his statement. 
amenesses | that sidebone should be said not to be a disease. He 


that sidebone had stood godfather to many 
for which it was not in the least degree responsible. 


Mr. Goocu said he had made several notes during the 


It seemed a funny thing to him 


believed that in the majority of cases, it was hereditary, 
or at any rate that predisposition to sidebone was heredi- 


lecture, but they were chiefly for future study, as the} tary. He had come to that conclusion chiefly from the 


subject, which was a most interesting one, had been 
ignored by him since his student days. Could Prof. 
Mettam account for the fact that one act of copulation 
in the case of a turkey was sufficient for every egg that 


season to become fertile? In his (the speaker’s) part of 


the country they sent their hens to a turkey cock, in the 
same way that they sent a mare to the stallion, and it 
was not necessary to keep cocks themselves. He dispu- 
ted the theory that the impression of a first sire was to 
be seen in a dam’s future progeny. 

Differing from Mr. Trigger, he was one of those who 
looked upon sidebone as a disease. Mr. Trigger said 
some horses with sidebone went sound, but the same 
might be said of animals with spavin and other things 
he could mention. It was a curious fact that sidebone 
was almost entirely confined to agricultural horses, and 
it was rarely found fully developed in lighter animals. 
That being so he could not accept Prof. Mettam’s theory 
that sidebone was an effort of Nature to prevent con- 
traction of the heel, because the condition would be as 
common in one class of animals as in another. He looked 
forward to seeing the paper in print, that he could follow 
it more closely. 

_Mr. Wartnasy said that Prof. Mettam’s paper was 
like the egg he had been talking about—it was full of 

There were also many points in it which invited 
controversy. He thought the Professor’s explanation of 
the inability of the mule to breed was a most ingenious 
one. With regard to the subject of telegony he did not 
feel that he could agree with the Professor, because he 
(the speaker) was a firm believer that one sire may have 
an effect upon the progeny of the dam by future sires. 
He came to that conclusion as the result of personal 
observation. As one illustration he cited the case of a 
pure bred Berkshire sow that had been put to a Berk- 
shire boar having a white pig in the litter, which was 
to previous copulation with a _ white 

r. 

_Mr. W. Caress said that paper was much too scien- 
tific for him to discuss in detail, but there were at least 
one or two points that he would refer to. Like the 
previous speaker, he had seen a mongrel-looking animal 
result from pure-breds, and it would require a lot of ex- 
Plaining if his and Mr. Wartnaby’s theory was incorrect, 
ay that the dam had previously been put to a sire 
ot a different breed to herself. He also believed in 
— Impression, because he had known cases of mares 

: have been put to certain sires, which have not pro- 

i y served them. Then, because the owner wished to 

te he has put the mare to asire she had bred from 

tained and a satisfactory result was immediately ob- 
hed. With regard to sidebone, he agreed that a horse 


fact that among agricultural horses he had seen side- 
bone in yearlings. He did not think Professor Mettam 
was right when he argued that it was an effort cf Nature 
to relieve herself. 

Mr. ABson, who was invited asa visitor to take part 
in the discussion, said he could not add anything to what 
had been said. The paper carried one back to one’s stu- 
dent days, and it was most useful to have the memory 
rubbed up on matter which many of them had no doubt 
forgotten. 

Mr. SPENCER joined in the chorus of thanks to Prof. 
Mettam for his most admirable paper, which left off just 
when the ordinary practitioner was becoming most inter- 
ested. One portion of the paper interested him particu- 
larly, and that was the theory of telegony, in which he 
(the speaker) was a great believer. His own experience 
told him that a first impression made itself apparent in 
subsequent offspring. He cited acase of a thoroughbred 
cnnaial bitch that, by accident, bred from a pug, and con- 
sequently, when put to a dog of her own breed, she pro- 
duced among her litter a pup that wasa mongrel and 
bearing an unmistakable likeness to the pug. With re- 
gard to sidebone, he was one of those who believed that 
it constituted unsoundness, and he could not agree with 
the Professor that it was .n effort of Nature to protect 
the animal from contraction of the foot, because he saw 
as many cases of sidebone in broad feet as in contracted 
ones. He believed that predisposition to sidebone was 
hereditary, but the immediate cause was direct injury. 
His own view was that sidebone would eventually be 
found in every heavy animal. 


The PRESIDENT called upon Professor Mettam to reply, 
but before doing so expressed his own thanks to him for 
his kindness in coming amongst them. He only regret- 
ted that time would not allow the discussion to be con- 
tinued any longer. 


Professor METTAM then briefly answered the various 
speakers. He had no doubt that the foetal envelopes in 
the case he had mentioned belonged to the original 
ovum from which the young foal was developed. Ina 
three weeks’ foetus, the foal could not be recognised. At 
four weeks, a little advance was noticeable, and at six 
weeks, one could tell it was a foal. It was a fact that 
the foetus seemed to develop very rapidly just prior to 
delivery, as though it were a provision of Nature that 
the dam should not be harassed by carryinga large foetus 
‘for a length of time. Referring to turkeys, he had 
to inform Mr. Gooch that his only knowledge of that 
interesting bird was when dissecting it on the table at 
home on Xmas day. (Laughter). With regard to the 
supposed instances of telegony in the case of pigs, he 


affected might be free from lameness all its life, but | bad known black and white to appear in thoroughbred 


tio = hot see how a veterinary surgeon could conscien- 
ses | wf Pass It as sound. He had noticed that there was 
produced in a light-legged horse with side- 
to the ow In a heavy horse, and he thought it was due 
Mr Mec of the bony deposit in the cartilage. | 
8 at ag said he had enjoyed the paper immensely. 
often eae element, if he may so term it, was very 
ee earened In their school teaching, and yet it was 
and t mo ed them to a deeper knowledge of Nature, 
revard te rea better conception of her needs. With 
at very ee one he regarded it as abnormal, and for 
Teason held that it betokened uasoundness. 


Berkshires. If it were really due to maternal impression, 
why should only one animal be affected in the whole 
litter? Then again, and it wsa hard to determine 
the natural colour of the pig. The wild boar was sandy, 
and there was really no accounting for any change from 
that colour except selection in breeding. As to the bitch 
producing mongrels, after being put to a dog of her own 
breed, he attached slight importance to that, because, on 
account of the numerous promiscuous friendships which 
the bitch formed, one might always expect a surprise In 
the character of her progeny. With regard to side-bone, he 
was still open to conviction, and he was glad to have 


Mr. Bepparp said he held the belief that the first sire 


heard the opinion of so many practitioners. 
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Vores or THANKS. 

A number of votes of thanks were accorded, namely, 
to the officers of the Association, for their services dur- | 
ing the past twelve months, proposed by Mr. Trigger, and 
seconded by Mr. Carless ; to Professor Mettam, for his 
address, proposed by the Hon. Sec., and seconded by the 
— ; and to the President for his occupancy of the 
chair. 

Notice oF Motion. 

Mr. TrREVoR SPENCER gave notice that at the next 
meeting of the Association he should move that the meet- 
ings he held on consecutive days of the week except 
Saturdays, instead of always on Tuesdays and Fridays as 
at 

t was decided to leave it to the officers to arrange 
the time and place of the next meeting. 


AN INTERESTING SPECIMEN. 


At the close of the meeting the President produced an 
interesting specimen, sent by Mr. Chas. Haywood, of 
Leicester. The latter, in a letter of apology for his non 
attendance, wrote: “I have sent on to you, for inspec- 
tion by the members, the head of a foal, which presents a 
few features of interest. It appears to me to be a case 
of cleft palate and hare lip, and was foaled six weeks 
‘before the normal period.” The specimen was passed 
round the room, and the members, who expressed their 
thanks to Mr. Haywood for his thoughtfulness, confirmed 
his opinion as to the features presented. 


THE DINNER. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting, the annual 
dinner of the Association took place. The retiring 
President (Mr. H. J. Dawes) occupied the chair, and in 
addition to names already’ mentioned, there may be 
added, as being present, those of Dr. Hill (medical officer 
of health for Birmingham), and Mr. Wolstenholme, 
(Manchester). A short toast list followed a very excel- 
lent menu. 

“The Queen and Royal Family ” wap submitted from 
the chair, and Mr. Wartnaby proposed “ The Army, Navy 
and Reserve Forces,” with which the name of Mr. 
Wolstenholme, as an ex-volunteer, was associated. 
‘The war led the various speakers to treat the usually 
formal toasts at greater Gah. and many patriotic 
utterances were made. 

Mr. Bepparp then gave “The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons,” in whose hands, he said, lay to a 
great extent the future position and prosperity of the 

rofession. Speaking from a little experience he had 

ad of the College, he must say he was most hopeful 
as to the future, for every important question that arose 
received the most careful thought and deliberation. The 
present Council had proved themselves able and willing 
to do their utmost for the profession at large, and the 
Midland Association, for its own part, could not have 
two better representatives than Messrs. Trigger and 
Wartnaby. (Applause.) 

Mr. R. C. TricGER responded. He said that having 
spoken on the same subject earlier in the day, he was 
afraid he might now somewhat repeat himself. How- 
ever, such remarks as he had to make in response to the 
toast were so important that repetition might for once be 
excused. After ten years on the Council, during which 
period he had filled the President’s chair, he might have 
preferred retiring once more to the life of a private 
practitioner, but the very fact that they were at present 
in the midst of troublous times imbued him with a de- 
sire to serve on the Council for at least one more period. 
The financial position of the College was such as to 
cause them very grave anxiety. Unlike many other cor- 
porate bodies, they received no State aid, and the 

£7,000 or so, of which they were possessed, were in 
accordance with their Charter, invested in consols Their 


income from that source was therefore only about £200, 
whereas the working expenses of the College were some- 


thing like £1,300. They were dependent for the differ. 
ence entirely upon the profits of their examinations, 
which, since the introduction of the four years’ course, 
had shown a very great diminution. It came to this, 
that unless they could endow the College in some way, 
the whole question of examinations would have to be 
revised. They could not cut down the examiners’ fees, 
without doing away with them altogether, because, as 
they were anything but excessive, he would sooner pro- 
pose that the position of examiner be made honorary 
than that there should be any reduction in the remunera- 
tion offered. What he (the speaker) would like to see 
was that the College should possess a reserve of at least 
£10,000, and if any means could be adopted towards 
raising their present funds to that figure, he himself 
would gladly contribute £100 to the object. 
(Applause.) 

r. J. BLAKEWAY proposed the toast “The Medical 
Profession,” and in so doing expressed his belief that the 
time had now arrived when the medical and the veteri- 
nary professions could no longer act independently of 
each other. The veterinary surgeon could help or re- 
tard the public health of any community, and on that 
account alone he was entitled to more respect than they 
had been wont to receive. (Hear, hear.) However, 
that barrier, too long existent, was gradually being de- 
stroyed, and there was proof of that statement in the 
interest which medical men were beginning to take in 
the politics of the veterinary profession. (App.) 

Dr. Hitt, Birmingham’s Medical Officer of Health, 
acknowledged the toast. He said that he looked upon 
the veterinary profession as an indispensable adjunct of 
the medical profession. We talked about the “lower 
animals,” but when we recognised the usefulness of the 
horse or the cow, and then remembered the disposition 
of many of our fellow creatures, he did not think the 
“lower animals” suffered by the comparison. _ The 
fidelity of the dog, too, provoked Lord Byron to write of 
his departed hound, “I never had but one friend, and 
there he lies,” and he (the speaker) must confess that 
there was no quality in our Christian religion that ex- 
celled in beauty the complete faithfulness of a dog for 
its master. here was, therefore, no little dignity 
attaching to the profession which made such beautifu 
and useful animals as he had mentioned the recipients of 
its medical and surgical attention. He was glad to 
acknowledge the fraternity which existed between the 
veterinary and medical professions, because there were, 
as the proposer of the toast had suggested, numerous 
opportunities for them to work hand in hand. That was 
especially the case in the study of bacteriology so far ” 
it affected tuberculosis in the cow or such other a“ $ 
as contributed to our dietary. Having said these !ew 
words in conscientious approval of the status of the 
veterinary profession, he would conclude by theskins 
the Midland Association for their hospitality towar® 
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However, he could offer Mr. Trigger a little solatcum, and | 


it was this—at the Dick Veterinary College their en- 
tries had gone up 50 per cent. They felt in Edinburgh 
that they had already touched the bottom, and were now 
on the rebound, and when eventually the crest of the 
wave was reached, he hoped they would remain there. 
He had long argued that they should have their own 
preliminary examinations, but they should be of such a 
character that the medical profession would respect them 
as being equivalent to their own. Taking up a point 
mentioned by Mr. ‘Trigger, he certainly thought the pro- 
fession ought to receive State aid, for the remuneration 
offered to the teachers was little better than a practi- 
tioner gave his assistant. Yet the teacher had to devote 
all his time and energy to scientific study and research, 
and it could be nothing short of the love of his work that 
kept him at his College. 

Mr. ABson then proposed “Success to the Midland 
Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association,” among whose 
members, he said, he numbered many of his best and 
oldest friends. There was no doubt that combinations 
of that character had a tendency for good, and in the case 
of the Midland Association, it was well known that the 
most excellent results had been obtained. 

The President’s name being coupled with the toast, 
his health was drunk with musical honours. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply; said he was much flattered 
by'the manner in which they had recognised his services 
tothe Association during the past two years. He re- 
gretted that an alteration in the date of the annual 
meeting, occasioned by the serious illness of himself, had 
affected the attendance, which was not so large as usual, 
but it was nevertheless large enough to prove that the 
vitality of the Association was still at high water mark. 
(Hear, hear.) Reviewing the work of the past twelve 
months, he was pleased to say they had had a very 
successful time. They had listened to admirable papers 
by Mr. Hunting, Professor Macqueen, and Professor 
Mettam. The latter had that day made his first appear- 
ance among them, and it was to be hoped the time was 
not far distant when they would again be favoured by 
his presence. (Applause). Last year, they made an 
Innovation in the shape of an out-door excursion, which 
he trusted would become a permanent institution. Their 
visit to Trentham ma be looked back upon with 
infinite pleasure, and their thanks were greatly due to 
Mr. Trigger and the other members in that locality for 
the complete and satisfactory arrangements which they 
made on the occasion. (Hear, hear.) One of the chief 
objects of the Association was to establish and maintain 
a friendly feeling among the members, and he knew of 
no better way for the accomplishment of that purpose 
than by inviting the members to meet together at a 

summer picnic. It had been his privilege in conjunction 
with Mr. Malcolm, to represent the Association at the In- 
ternational Conference at Baden-Baden, and he should 
‘ver regard the occasion as one of the chief events in his 
professional career. Both the social and the scientific 
ft © of the Conference defied description. Nearly a 
ousand veterinary surgeons were present from all 

oo of the world, and it would be impossible to com- 
Fd profit with an more completely under other 
a eae he next conference, he understood, 
ak held at Buda-Pesth in 1905, and he hoped that 

°pportunity would be given to other members of this 
und lation to attend the Conference as delegates. In 
usion, he thanked the members for the support that 

the ch en extended towards him during his occupancy of 
: sad? and added that if he had not attained the high 
sore. h —. up by some of his distinguished predeces- 
» he had, at least, the satisfaction of knowing that 
integrt one his utmost to uphold the honour and the 
y of the Association. (Applause). 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


REPORT ON THE 
TESTING OF CATTLE FOR TUBERCULOSIS 


CARRIED OUT BY ORDER OF THE TECHNICAL INSTRUC- 
TION COMMITTEE OF THE CHESHIRE County CouNcIL 
DURING THE YEAR 1899. 

At a meeting of the Technical Instruction Committee 
held on October 24th, 1898, it was resolved that the 
attention of the Committee of the Agricultural and 
Horticultural School, and the Committee of the 
Worleston Dairy Institute and Farm, be called to the 
desirability of applying the tuberculin test to their herds, 
in order to discover the extent to which the animals were 
affected with Tuberculosis. 

The Committees, on considering the question referred 
to them, recommended that the work of testing these 
herds should be undertaken by a Joint Committee of the 
two bodies, and that the Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee should set aside a sum of money to be available 
for meeting the expenses incurred in carrying out the 
tests, as also of indemnifying the Committees for any 
loss that might be incurred. 

This recommendation was agreed to, and a sum of £250 
set aside for the purpose named, and the carrying out of 
experimental test work generally. 

It was felt therefore, that if an independent and dis- 
interested body, such as the Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee of the County Council, would undertake a series 
of experiments in regard to this subject, much good 
might be done, and some of the doubts and fears set at 
rest. With the object in view, therefore, of educating 
the community in regard to the question of Tuberculosis, 
and of throwing some light upon questions that were 
deeply agitating the public, as well as to set an example 
by purifying the herds under its own direct management 
from all taint of Tuberculosis, the Committee undertook 
the series of experiments, and set aside money for the 
expenses incurred. 

t was decided :— 

1. Totest the reliability, or otherwise, of Tuberculin, as 
a method of diagnosing the existence of Tuberculosis 
in an animal. 

2. To analyse the milk of animals that re-acted to the 
Tuberculin Test, and thus see what percentage of 
such animals gave milk contaminated with the 
tubercle bacilli. 

3. To test if the appearance, and manual manipulation 
of the udder could be relied upon as indicating the 
presence of tuberculous milk in the animal. 

4. ‘To try and estimate the direct loss that would be 
incurred bya farmer in clearing his herd of all 
animals shown to be affected with the disease. 

5. To conduct some experiments on animals that re- 
acted, with a view to seeing :— ; 

(a) Whether a cure could be effected at a reason- 
able cost. 

b) ‘Whether the constant use of tuberculin itself 
had a curative effect. 

(c) What was the effect upon the animal of regu- 
lar and systematic injections of tuberculin. 

(d) Whether, if an animal has not already T'uber- 
culosis, will the injection of tuberculin 
propagate that disease. 


The extreme importance of the question to the farmers 
of the country generally, and of Cheshire in particular, 
may be seen when it is remembered that the number of 
cows and heifers in calf or in milk in Great Britain in 


See sth pa of “The Visitors,” submitted by the Hon. 
proceed; responded to — Pickering, concluded the 
ings. J. Matcoum, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 
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previous year. Of this total number of cows, etc., 
107,774 are in the county of Cheshire. 


Persons EMPLOYED IN CARRYING OUT THE WorRK. 


The testing of the animals with tuberculin was placed 
in the hands of Mr. Laithwood, F.R.C.V.S., chief veteri- 
nary inspector of the County of Cheshire. This gentle- 
men was also retained to advise the committee on the ex- 
periments to be further undertaken with some of the 
cattle that had re-acted. 

The post-mortem examination of the slaughtered 
animals was undertaken by Mr. Laithwood, assisted by 
Mr. King, chief veterinary inspector for Manchester, and 
Mr. Storrar, veterinary inspector for the City of Chester. 
Arrangements were hae ny with Prof. Delépine, of 
Owens College, Manchester, to undertake the micro- 
scopical and physiological analyses of the milk of all 
animals that reacted, and of portions of the carcases of 
animals about which any doubts existed. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE HERDS UPON WHICH THE 
EXPERIMENTS WERE CARRIED OUT. 


1. The herd at the Dairy Institute, Worleston. 

This consisted of 54 cattle, containing one high-class 
pure-bred shorthorn bull. The cows in this herd may be 
described as the farmers’ ordinary shorthorn, with one 
pure-bred Jersey and a few cross-bred cattle from Welsh 
and Irish. A number of the animals had been bred upon 
the farm, but the majority had been purchased as re- 
quired in the neighbourhood, and at the markets in 
Crewe and Chester. 

2. The herd at the Agricultural School, Holmes 
Chapel. 

This consisted of 17 animals, containing one high-class 
pure-bred and young shorthorn bull. The herd contain- 
ed two Jerseys, one of which had been purchased from 
Bucks, and the other bred on the farm. Two other 
cows were well-bred shorthorns. The others cross-bred. 
Almost all the animals were comparatiyely young, as the 
cattle here are often fed off, and consequently the stock 
is changed from time to time. 


THE TESTING. 

In testing the cattle, a dose of three centimetres -of 
tuberculin was used, though this amount was varied a 
little according to the size of the animal. The insertion 
of the tuberculin was made, in most cases, a few inches 
in front of the shoulder joint, and in the remainder 
immediately behind the elbow. It is considered equally 
reliable in either situation, but Mr. Laithwood prefers 
the former, it being slightly further removed from the 
hind foot. 

The tuberculin used was obtained from Prof. Me- 
Fadyean, of the Royal Veterinary College, London, who 
guaranteed it to be of recent make, and reliable, and his 
own preparation. It is well known that if tuberculin is 
old, or turbid in cvlour, it becomes unreliable. 

The temperature of each animal was carefully take 
before injection, to obtain the normal temperature, and 
then taken after injection at regular intervals up toa 
period of 15 hours after injection. 

In classifying the animals, as a general rule, those 
which did not rise above 103° were considered “ healthy,” 
if over 103° and under 104° as “doubtful,” if 104 or over 
as “tuberculous.” Several other things, however, have 
to be taken int» account, such as the normal tempera- 
ture, age, temperature of house, if recently brought in, if 
recently had cold water, or been fed, etc., etc., and of 
course parturition. 

At the same time the udder of each cow that re-acted 
was carefully examined to see if any deviation could be 
detected from what should be its normal condition, or 
any indication that would point to an unsound or in 
durated udder. 

[Space compels us to omit the table of temperatures.— 

D. 


March 17, 1900 
SUMMARY. 
At Agricultural 
Worleston. School. Total 

Number of animals tested 54 17 71 
Declared free from Tuberculosis 37 13 50 
» affected with Tuberculosis 14 3 17 
» doubtful 3 1 4 
54 7 


One udder only found indurated. 


Taking the Worleston herd, in which were 52 cows 


and heifers in calf, or in milk, and two bulls; it was 


found subsequently that all those marked doubtful, 


except one, were tuberculous. Thus we have 38 healthy 
and 14 tuberculous, or a percentage of tuberculous 
animals equal to 27. 

This showed the stock to be undoubtedly more free 
from Tuberculosis than what has been stated as the 
average condition of dairy herds. 

In afterwards replacing the animals slaughtered, 
cattle were only bought after being snbmitted to the 
test and not re-acting, and of those so tested it was 
found that of 31 tried 8 re-acted or were doubtful, or a 
percentage of 36. 

In each herd the pure-bred shorthorn bull was Tuber- 
culous. In the older one at Worleston the disease was 
deep seated, and hence the animal must have been 
affected when purchased some eighteen months before. 
The younger bull from Holmes Chapel was only very 
slightly affected. It was determined to slaughter a large 
number of those that re-acted, and by careful post- 
mortem examination prove the presence or otherwise of 
tuberculosis, and thus the reliability or otherwise of 
tuberculin, as a means of diagnosing the disease. ’ 

In every one of these cases thus examined the evi- 
dence of Tuberculosis was so apparent in the animals 
that no further examination was necessary. 


EXAMINATION OF THE MILK 


Samples of milk were sent to Professor Delépine 
to be analysed bacteriologically, and to be tested by 
inoculation. In each case specially-constructed and 
sterilised bottles were supplied, in which samples of the 
milk were sent. 

The milk of none of the animals affected with Tuber- 
culosis was found to contain tubercle bacilli, except No. 
24, a remarkably healthy-looking animal. This case will 
be treated separately later on. 


ANIMALS RETAINED FOR FuRTHER EXPERIMENTS. 


These, as stated, were isolated from the rest of the 
herd, and consisted of Nos. 5, 24, 32, 37, 41, 42, 27, 3 
51. Of these Nos. 27, 35 had been classed as doubtful 
ones. It was determined to submit these animals to 
repeated injections of Tuberculin, and to watch carefully 
the results. ks 

Injection on March 23rd, 2.e., just a little over six weex® 
after the first testing on February 6th. 


Table III. 
Temperature. ‘ 
No. efore - Temperature after, next morning. 
of Cow. injection. 6 a.m. 10 a.m. noon. : 
5 101 102 103 103 = 
24 1013 103°1 
32 102 104 106 105 ad , 
37 1022 103 104°2 104°1 . 
42 102 103 103°1 103 1031 
27 101 100°3 103 102°4 1022 
35 101 101°3 102°3 102°2 
51 102°2 103°4 104°3 100°4 an 


No. 51,'a heifer, and in calf, was now turned 0u ae 
a field to test the value upon her of fresh alr, ™! 
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view toanother test later on after calving. The first six 
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were again tested on April 5th, «.c., a fortnight after the 


second test. 
Table IV. 
Temperature 
No. before Temperature after, next morning. 
of Cow. Testing. 6 a.m. 10 a.m. I p.m 

5 100°2 101°1 102°1 102 
24 101°2 102 103°1 103°4 
32 102 102 103 103 
37 102 102°3 103°2 103°3 
41 101°2 102 105°2 104°2 
42 101°4 102°1 102 102°1 


The whole of the animals, except 51, were again tested 
on April 19th, ¢.e., at the end of another fortnight, shew- 
ing the following :— 


Table V. 
Temperature . 
No. before Temperature after Injection. 
of Cow. Testing. 6 a.m. II a.m. 1.30 p.m. 

101 101°3 103°3 102°4 
24 101°4 103 106 105°4 
32 101°2 102°1 103°3 104 
37 102°2 103°2 105 104°4 
41 101°4 102 106 105°3 
42 101°2 102°1 103°3 103°1 
27 102 104°1 105 103 
35 101°3 101°1 102 101°2 


No. 27, which had been considered a doubtful one on 
account of her high normal temperature, gave now a 
decided re-action, and was henceforth classed as an 
affected cow ; while No. 35, still not re-acting, was con- 
sidered a healthy animal, and no longer tested. No. 27 
was sent to be slaughtered, and the result of the post- 
mortem examination was :-— 


No. 27 had extensive lesions on both lungs, bronchial, | § 


and mediastinal glands, liver, inguinal glands, and costal 
pleura ; altogether a bad carcase. 

It was considered that the experiments showed either 
that a larger dose than three centimetres of Tubercvlin, 
or more frequent injections than four in ten weeks, were 
necessary to bring about a state when the . Tuberculin 
would cease to cause a re-action in the animal. Hence, 
on the next occasion, viz.: April 27th, 3°8 centimetres of 
luberculin were used, with the result that the six ani- 
mals either did not re-act at all, or only slightly, as is 
shewn in Table VI. 


Table VI. 
No. of Before Temperature after Injection. 
Cow, Injection. 7am. Il a.m. 12.30 p.m. 1.30 p.m, 
5 101 102 101 101°2 102°1 
24 102 102 101°2 101°4 102°1 
32 101 102 102 102 103°1 
37 101°2 102 101°] 102°1 102°4 
4l 102 101 101°3 102°1 102 
42 102 101 101°3 102°1 101°4 


Nos. 5,24, and 41 were sent to be slaughtered and 
‘xatined, and the others kept to see how long they 
Would continue to cease to re-act on injection. It was 
tow known from the result of the milk analysis that No. 
was tuberculous and dangerous 

eresults of the post-mortem examination of the cows 
Sent showed 
= 5. No tuberculous lesions whatever could be dis- 
fue but the liver contained an enormous quantity of 
Ra. 24 had a quantity of tuberculous lesions of old 
oe he in the lungs and on the costal pleura, the 
ai o glands full of pus, the mediastinal and mesen- 
~ g = much affected, and the deep inguinal glands 
covered i arged. No tuberculous lesions could be dis- 
and th in the udder from the naked eye examination, 
"te Whole of the udder was forwarded to Prof. Delé- 


No. 41 had very considerable tuberculous lesions in 
the bronchial, mediastinal, and mesenteric glands, and a 
number of caseous nodules in the lungs. 

On May 17th the remaining three cows were again 
tested, and showed : 


Table VII. 
No. of Before Temperature after injection. 
Animal. testing. 7 a.m. Ik a.m. I p.m. 
32 101 101°2 101 101°1 
37 102 103°1 101°4 101°1 
42 102°4 102°1 101°1 101°2 


These animals having ceased to re-act on April 27th, 
continued in the same state on this testing, viz.: a 
period of 20 days. Nos. 32 and 42 appeared to be in 
excellent health, but No. 37 had evidently lost flesh. 

On being again tested on June 21st, or thirty-five days 
from first ceasing to re-act, it was found they still re- 
mained in the same condition. No. 51, a two-year-old 
heifer, which, after re-acting in February, had been out 
in the fields for four months, was again tested and found 
still to re-act 


Table VIII. 


No. of Before After Injection, at intervals as 
Animals. Injection. before. 
32 102 10271 101°3 101 
37 104 103 103°4 102°1 
42 102°1 102°1 102°1 102 
51 103 104°4 104 103°2 


These animals were now sent to be slaughtered and 
examined, and thus reported on :— 

No. 32. Was only slightly affected, a few tuberculous 
nodules being found in the mesenteric glands. Carcase 


No. 37. No visible evidence of tuberculosis could be 

detected, but the mammary lymphatic glands were en- 

larged, anda portion was sent to Prof. Delépine for fur- 

ther examination. He reports “I examined fresh scrap- 

— glands, and found them to contain tubercle 
acilli. 

No. 42. Bronchial and mediastinal glands and lungs 
badly affected, mesenteric glands, peritoneum, and liver 
slightly ; a thin carcase. 

No. 51. Mesenteric glands slightly affected ; abscess 
in the liver, otherwise healthy. 


Cow No. 24. 


Cow No. 24. This is the most important case that 
occurred. <A half-bred Welsh, very hardy and a good 
milker, she re-acted on each occasion when she was 
tested. Her udder was carefully examined on March 
2nd, and found perfectly right so far as could be ascer- 
tained by manual manipulation. On April 27th, after 
another most careful examination of the udder, no 
derangement whatever could be detected, although at 
the time it was known that her milk contained tubercle 
bacilli. 

After slaughter no tuberculous lesions could be found 
in the udder from the naked eye examination. In this 
examination of the udder Mr. Laithwood had the assist- 
ance of other veterinary surgeons. On the udder being 
submitted to Professor Delépine for microscopical ex- 
amination, he reported :—‘“ There was distinct evidence 
of the disease of the udder, especially of the left posterior 
quarter, the main ducts and cistern of which were full of 
pus and catarrhal cells. The milk contained in the 
ducts was very abnormal ; strongly alkaline, separating 
rapidly into two layers, upper one-third creamy-looking, 
lower two-thirds serous, with an abundant sediment. 
This milk contained a large number of cells and bacteria, 
chiefly staphylococci and streptococci. In a specimen 
examined microscopically, no clear tubercle bacilli could 


pine for Investigation. 


be discovered. In the substance of the gland itself no 
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definite tuberculous lesions could be discovered, but the 
left mammary lymphatic ganglion was much enlarged, 
and contained a large number of typical tubercles, in 
which tubercle bacilli were easily found. 


REsuLtTs oF INOCULATIONS. 


“Two guinea pigs inoculated with the milk contained 
in the ducts and scrapings of the tissue of the udder died 
rapidly of septic infection ; in the cheesy material re- 
maining at the seat.of inoculation tubercle bacilli were 
clearly demonstrated. One guinea pig inoculated with 
portions of the mammary lymphatic gland showed signs 
of Tuberculosis of the glands near the seat of inocula- 
tion at the end of twelve days, and in these lesions 
tubercle bacilli were easily demonstrated. The udder 
was therefore undoubtedly tuberculous, but there was no 
focal lesion which could be easily recognised by a naked 
eye examination.” 

**T found no lesion which was absolutely diagnostic of 
tuberculosis, except in the mammary lymphatic ganglion, 
which could not have been more typical. One quarter 
of the udder was very much diseased, but this was evi- 
dent only on opening and following the milk ducts.” 

“The portion of the lung from this same cow was 
clearly tuberculous, and contained virulent bacilli 
which produced tuberculosis in one guinea pig inoculated 
with portions of the lung.” 

It will be observed from the analysis of the milk of 
this cow, that it was highly tuberculous.—See page 

It would appear from this that the examination of 
the udder by manual manipulation only, is not reliable 
so far as detecting tuberculous udders is concerned. 
Also the idea is largely prevalent that the milk from a 
cow having no appearance of a diseased udder is per- 
fectly safe from tuberculosis, is undoubtedly a serious 
mistake. 

Further, that to be perfectly sure that)the milk of a 
cow that has re-acted is not dangerjus as containing 
tubercle bacilli, it is necessary to have the milk properly 
analysed and tested. It is not sufficient to be satistied 
with manual manipulation of the udder by even a 
scientific maa. To test a herd thoroughly, it appears to 
be necessary first to use the Tuberculin test to make 
manifest those affected in any degree with Tuberculosis, 
and then to have the milk of all the re-acting animals 
analysed and tested, to see which must be destroyed at 
once gas specially dangerous, and which may be retained 
to be separated from the rest of the herd, and fattened 
and disposed of gradually. 


Some CoNcLUSIONS. 


The above experiments show clearly the reliability of the 
Tuberculin Test asa diagnosis of the presence of Tuber- 
culosis in an animal. The amount of re-action however 
does not appear to be any index to the extent of the 
disease or the degree of infection, Tuberculin indeed is 
at present the only reliable method of testing for the 
disease. 

Further, it appears that continuous injections of tuber- 
culin at short periods of time, will cause re-action to 
cease in an animal that has previously been shown to be 
tuberculous. 

This points to the great necessity for stringent restric- 
tions being placed upon the sale of tuberculin, and that 
only duly accredited persons, such as veterinary surgeons, 
should be allowed to purchase, or use it. 


Is TuUBERCULIN CURATIVE? 


None of these experiments give indication that the 
injection of tuberculin can be relied upon as a curative 
agent. It will be noticed that even where the injections 
were repeated until the animal ceased to give any febrile 
re-action, the tubercle bacilli were still virulent, and 
Professor Delépine found by physiological experiment 


that they produced tuberculosis in other animals after 


inoculation. 
It is doubtful if improvement would have followed 


after a more prolonged series of injections, but unless. 


tuberculin, or any treatment, effected a cure within a 
reasonable time, it would be of little practical value, 
apart altogether from the danger of keeping an infec- 
tious animal on the farm. When an animal is proved 
to be affected the better plan is doubtless to isolate her 
from the rest of the herd, and to take steps for disposing 
of her as soon as she can be got into condition for the 
butcher. 

Further, it may be said that the general appearance of 
an animal affords little if any guidance as to her being 
affected with Tuberculosis. It is only in the advanced 
stage of the disease when it makes itself apparent in the 
general condition and appearance. 


THE NEGLECTED ARMY VETERINARY 
DEPARTMEMT. 


A war like the present one, in which so many mounted 
troops and transport animals are necessarily employed 
must try to the utmost the resources of those branches 
of the service whose work brings them in contact with 
animals. 

It is a matter for regret, therefore, to hear that the 
Army Veterinary pr ih has been allowed, by the 
or and neglect of the War Office authorities, to fall 
into the same discontented ccndition as that of the medi- 
cal service some years ago. 

There has been a good deal of sympathy expressed in 
the daily Press for the sufferings of the horses, and 
with the large numbers of animals required in South 
Africa one would have thought that an efficient Veteri- 
nary Service would have been one of the first essentials. 
If not urged on grounds of humanity it is dictated by 
common-sense and economy. : 

It is strange that the matter has escaped the attention 
of such a horse-loving nation, especially after the 
accounts of the severe losses which took place through 
illness and accident on several transport vessels 
which had not, at the time, a veterinary surgeon On 
board. 

The duties of an Army veterinary officer are by 10 
means confined to the sick and wounded horses ; he bas 
to give advice regarding the management of large nul 
bers of animals under all kinds of conditions, on ‘ 
ship, in camp, and on the march. He must knowthorough 
ly all the army regulations relating to the subject 0 
animals, their transport, varieties, and quantities : 
forage required, the supplies of medicine, cen, 
harness, and general equipment, together withthe amount 
of load they can carry or draw. In addition he mus 
know the details of drill and the management . aed 
For a long time past a military career has been a Fi 
at askance by the best graduates from the various ve . A 
nary colleges, and latterly there have been ™ ra 
vacancies than- there have been suitable candidates 
fill them. bout 

At the outbreak of the war the department os pre - 
ten per cent. below its authorised number, althoug an 
this authorised number has been represented > oft 
over again to the War Office authorities as — wd 
quate even in time of peace, and absolutely he Po vice 
in the event of war. The unpopularity of + sesxic, 
has been demonstrated even as recently as a College 
when a deputation from the Council of the 
of Veterinary Surgeons was received by the See inted 


State for War. Grievances requiring redress — test 


out, and suggestions put forward for attracting 
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students. Even the small matter of granting a military | over and over again one man has had to do the legi- 
Is after title without a os point for which the Army | mate work of three. Inquiries will be made, re-organi- 
Medical Service fought so persistently a short time ago, | sation and re-construction must take place after this 
ollowed and which they consider now to be of the greatest advan- | war is settled, and amongst others no doubt the Army 
unless tage, and well worth all the trouble taken to obtain it— | Veterinary artment will receive its share of atten- 
rithin a was refused in terms which gave great dissatisfaction to | tion. It is es8ential for the future of the Empire that 
| value, the whole profession. ; all the departments, small as well as great, shall be kept 
n infee- The Army Veterinary Department is the only one | efficient and ready, as the breakdown of one at a critical 
| proved which now retains the compound title, and it is this in- | moment may mean the breakdown of all. The import- 
late her vidious distinction, together with the excessively slow | ance of attention to the health of our cavalry and trans- 
sposing rate of promotion, which is very much complained of, | port animals cannot be over-estimated, for upon their 
for the and rightly too, when their medical confréres and even | fitness must depend largely the food supply and success 
riding masters have single combatant titles. In actual | of our troops, especially in a war like the present, where 
rance of warfare the veterinary officer, although on au errand of | mounted troops form such a large and necessary item.— 
er being mercy, is actually ranked as a combatant, and is not | The Physician and Surgeon. 
vanced protected by the Geneva Cross. As a practical present-day = 
it in the evidence presence line we the 
instance of the capture of Veterinary-Lieutenant Shore 
—e with the Hussars in the expedition which led to their ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE. 
being sent by the Boers as prisoners to Pretoria. 
ARY Thus the matter remains, and the best men, who would F a 
otherwise take up a military life, prefer civil practice BANKLIN ¥. DUGG. 
where they can make a far more lucrative calling and| This case came before his Honor and a jury.— 
have amore pleasant time. Even those of the students | Mr. Harold Hardy (barrister) appeared for plaintiff, 
ssteatell who have independent means take the same view, and | the Rev. T. E. Franklin, of Burton Grange, Cheshunt ; 
mployed will continue to do so until matters are re-organised. A| Mr. John Avery represented the defendant, Walter 
anes few promises from the War Office authorities might | Bugg, veterinary surgeon, of Windmill Lane, Cheshunt. 
act with have saved the country hundreds of thousands of pounds | —Mr. Hardy, in opening the case, stated that plaintiff 
as, instead of having to send out cargoes of valuable | claimed the value of a heifer, which animal had died in 
hat the horses without skilled veterinary supervision, whereby | consequence, it was alleged, of defendant’s negligence in 
by the numbers were lost, the department might have been | performing an operation upon it with a probang. It wasa 
to fall fully equipped and ready for any emergency. It is true | newly-imported Guernsey heifer that plaintiff purchased 
Lami that the profession have responded splendidly to the | for £19 at the Dairy Show, Royal Agricultural Hall. The 
call for volunteers, the younger graduates in particular | animal was at that time within three weeks of calving. 
essed in having come forward, but it must take even the best | After defendant operated on the heifer plaintiff had to 
wa nal men some months to become efficient in military organi- | call in another veterinary, who charged £1 5s. 6d. for 
n South sation and transport, and the loss of efficiency comes just | his services. Then there were incidental expenses (in- 
Veteri- at the most critical time. About seventy civilian veteri- | cluding the cost of having the carcase buried) which 
sentials. nary surgeons have been employed, this being nearly | amounted to one guinea. The total claim was £21. On 
ated by double the number of departmental officers who were in | October 24th, only two _ after the purchase, one of 
England at the outbreak of the war. plaintiff's employes gave the heifer some pears he had 
ttention’ The War Office authorities, who are mostly ay picked, and some of the fruit stuck in the heifer’s gullett. 
fter the men, seem to have no conception of the progress which | Defendant was sent for to remove the obstruction— an 
through has been made in the profession during the past twenty | operation requiring the greatest care. Defendant used 
vessels: years. They still seem to associate the veterinary sur | in the operation a long, flexible, tube-like instrument, 
geon on geon with the farrier and cow-leech of olden times. | made apparently of leather, and called a probang. 
Years ago, befure the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act was | knob had been broken off one end. Further than that, 
e by no passed, anyone, whether horse dealer, groom or charlatan, | defendant. instead of securely fastening the heifer before 
- he has could, if he felt so disposed, call himself a veterinary | performing his operation, seemed to have relied upon the 
ve num: surgeon and practiceassuch. The present day veterinary | strength of some men to hold the animal. A rope was 
n board surgeon has to pass the same preliminary educational | tied to one of its horns and then to some railings, but 
orough- test as the student of human medicine, and then to | defendant released it. A gag, with a handle projecting 
ibject of submit himself toa course of at least four years’ dura- | on either side, was placed in its mouth, and held by two 
tities 0 tion before he can emerge with the diploma licensing him | men, who also caught hold of the horns, and an instru- 
slothing, to practice. ment called a “bulldog” was attached to the heifer’s 
, amount _ Amy life, with its red tape methods, has no great | nostrils, and held by Mr. Corner, sen., formerly in plain- 
he must inducements for those whose future bent is scientific re- | tiff’s employ, but now deceased. The defendant thrust 
of men. search, its social and pecuniary aspects do not outshine | the broken end of the probang through a hole in the 
1 looked ose of the successful practitioners in either town or | gap, and down the heifer’s throat... The heifer plunged 
3 veterl- country, and when one hears, in addition, of the very curt | forward, and no doubt serious injury was done to its 
1 more Way in which the application for redress of grievances is | throat. Defendant had difficulty in pulling the probang 
dates to met, it is not to be wondered at that the service is not | out. He again inserted the instrument ; the same sort 
48 popularas it should be. of thing happened, and he was still unable to remove the 
as about mplaints of the excessive work, and impossibly | obstruction. The defendant put in the other end of the 
igh even "8 areas to supervise, are to be met with in every | probang, on which was a knob, and so succeeded in push- 
wer an ranch of the department, especially in India, where one | ing the obstruction down out of the windpipe. Soon the 
ely ade- ion ls often required to do his best to inspect a dis- | heifer’s throat began to swell, and plaintiff sent for 
sdequate niet larger than several English counties joined together, | another veterinary, who attended and performed trache- 
service ind an area too in which contagious diseases of the most | otomy—opened the windpipe, and inserted a tube to en- 
- gessicn, — kind are rampant. If his health breaks down | able the heifer to continue breathing. But the swelling 
| College p er the strain he is invalided or dismissed the | increased, and the animal finally succumbed. 
etary ° mee With a totally inadequate compensation. Complainant bore out this statement, and added that 
» pon .l€ marvel is how the Director-General has kept | defendant told him he very seldom used a probang. 
the best N88 going successfully for so long: it can only have | Immediately after the operation the paler taped for 
e probang 


n by the exercise of the utmost effort and energy, as 


breath, and its throat began to swell. 


on 
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that defendant used was a broken one, a knob having 
mare | been broken off one end of it.—Cross-ex- 
amined : The first intimation that defendant had that he 
had injured the heifer’s throat was a lawyer’s letter, on 
October 30th, threatening him with prggeedings. He 
was called twice to the heifer ; the secon tall was a few 
hours after the first. I won’t be certain whether I said 
to defendant that he had injured the heifer, or whether 
I simply said there was a throat injury.—Why didn’t 
rs give defendant an opportunity of examining the 

eifer after its death, so that he might see what was the 
matter with its throat ? You had the animal buried with- 
out his seeing it.—I knew what was the cause of death. 
—Would it not have been fair and reasonable to have 
had its throat opened by him /—I can only say that [ 
was perfectly aware of the cause.—You did not even 
instruct the second veterinary to open the throat ’—No. 

Plaintiff’s Gardener, a young fellow named Corner, 
was fhen called. The probang (produced) had, he 
alleged, at the time when defendant peformed the opere- 
tion, a sharp edge of rusty tin at the broken end. it- 
ness and Tom Faint held the gag and the heifer’s horns ; 
witness’ father held the heifer’s nostrils with a “ bulldog.” 
Witness’ father said the broken probang was an im- 
proper instrument ; defendant said that sometimes sticks 
and whip-stocks were used instead of probangs. At 
the suggestion of witness’ father, defendant put some 
grease and lard on the probang. 

Thomas Faint deposed that defendant did not use the 
proper end of the probang. After defendant had used 
it witness noticed some blood on the broken end.—Cross- 
examined: I did not say anything about the blovd. 
at the time.—How soon after the funeral? (Laughter) 
—Next 

George A. Gilbert, head gardener, also gave evidence 
in support of plaintiff's case, but said he could not 
identify the probang produced as that used in the 
operation. 

Frederick William Hall, vetorindey of En- 
field, deposed that between 8 and 9 p.m. on the date of 
the operation he saw the heifer. Its breathing was very 
laboured. and owing to the admission of air under the 
skin its head, neck, and shoulders were much swollen. 
He performed tracheotomy, but the heifer was rapidly 
suffocated.—Cross-examined : Witness did not com- 
municate with defendant, nor did he see the heifer after 
its death. If he had performed the operation with the 
instrument produced, in its present condition, he might 
have used either end, but should prefer to use the end 
with the knob on. There were different ways of peform- 
ing the operation that Mr. Bugg did. Some “ vets.” tied 
the animal up, while others did not. There wasa wound 
in the heifer’s throat, but as he did not make a post- 
mortem examination, he could not say how the wound 
.was caused. The wound was an internal one. 

His Honor: It might have been caused by tracheo- 


itness added that he left the heifer with the tube 
securely fastened 

Defendant deposed that he had had 15 years’ practice 
and had performed several operations of the kind in 
question. He was called to plaintiff's by his groom at 
about 9 a.m., and he found the heifer tied up to a fence. 
‘The gardener said, “ I think there is a pear in its throat. 
It must have been in all night, as the cows have not 
been in the field since the previous evening.” The heifer 
was distended and distressed. The obstruction had 
evidently been in the throat a long time, for it required 
a great deal of pressure to remove it. Witness first felt 
the throat, but could not tell whether the obseuction 
was a pear or not. The probang was now in exactly the 
same condition as on the day that he used it. There 
certainly was no tin on the end from which the knob had 
come off. Witness considered it advisable to use the 
broken, or thin end, because the animal was a small one. 


Witness had to use both hands to remove the obstruction 
because it was in so tightly. Corner did not suggest 
putting grease on the probang ; that was always done. 
Corner did not suggest that the instrument was an im- 
proper one. The object of the kaob on the probang was. 
to prevent the instrument slipping past an obstruction, 
Witness removed the rope from the heifer’s horns be- 
cause it was not needed, and in fact caused the animal to 
bend its neck. Plunging did not matter ; all that was 
needed was to keep the animal’s neck straight. Witness 
was called a second time to the heifer. He fomented its 
throat. Nobody complained that he had done anything 
wrong. ‘There was no complaint at all until he mee a | 
a letter from plaintiffs. solicitor. He was not invited 
to examine the cow after its death, nor to see it. His 
second visit to the heifer was about three hours after 
his first. 

Examined: I have used the probang twice since the 
knob came off one end of it. The operation is not a 
dangerous one if paged performed. There was no 
blood on the end of the probang after [ had used it. [| 
am certain that I used it more than three times. I chan- 
ged ends because I thought the thin end might slip over 
the obstruction. 

Mr. McQueen, veterinary surgeon, called by defen- 
dant, deposed that the wound which caused swelling of 
the heifer’s head and neck must have been an external 
and not an internal one. Air would never have found 
its way under the skin through a wound in the throat. 
There would be nothing wrong whatever in using the 
instrument produced in Court. He had used instru- 
ments in worse condition. In the majority of cases 
farmers used rougher and cruder things to remove ob- 
structions. In the case of a small heifer, like the one in 
question, it might be that the instrument was all the 
better for having a knob off. ei 

Mr. Avery, addressing the jury, said that plaintiff 
first claimed £25 for the heifer. He had bought it at 
the Agricultural Hall, and so of course paid more for it 
than it was worth. Any reasonable man would have 
allowed the veterinary to examine the heifer’s throat 
after death ; but plaintiff had got it into his head that 
defendant was to blame, and he did not have a post- 
mortem examination. If ever a plaintiff was put out 0 
Court by his own witness Mr. Franklin was by the veter!- 
nary surgeon, Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Hardy, in the course of a short speech, urged that 
the instrument used was an improper one. 

His Honor, having summed up, 

The jury held a brief consultation amongst themselves, 
and then returned a verdict for defendant. They found 
no evidence of negligence on defendant’s part, and con- 
sidered that the instrument was not an improper one- 
His Honor gave judgment accordingly. 


HORSES AT THE CAPE. 


As there seems to be at present some little go 
hension existing in the minds of many people oo fey 
home and in the Colony as to the arrangements ma “ nr 
the due care and treatment of the horses em ~ 4 
the present war, it may perhaps not be out of P ¢ oe 
give some idea of the work that is carried on by the begit 
Veterinary Department in this connection. /° vine 
with, a veterjnary officer meets every transport oo A 
at the Docks and any horses unfit to travel are ooh ig 
the hospital at Green Point, whilst at Maitland ite the 
another hospital where horses not fit to seme 0 is 
front are left for treatment. At Orange River fh injured 
fully equipped field veterinary hospital to whic and a 
and sick horses are sent from the first division, oi al 
Naauwpoort there is another fully the 
whilst at Queen’s Town there is a sick horse depo 
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third division. In addition every cavalry vegiment hasa 
veterinary Officer of its own, and te every division is 


attached a senior veterinary officer and several assistant 


veterinary officers. Each battery of artillery, squadron 
of cavalry, company of the Army Service Corps, Moun- 
ted Infantry, and so on hasa veterinary field chest con- 
taining an ample supply of drugs, veterinary instru- 
ments, and other veterinary appliances. The Colonial 
troops engage their own veterinary surgeons locally, but 
they are all supplied by the Imperial Government with 
the veterinary field chest in the same proportion as the 
regular forces. It will therefore be apparent that the 
Army Veterinary Department is doing everything which 
is possible in the interests of the horses who, like the 
men, unfortunately have to suffer in the war. The loss 
of life during the campaign, both in regard to men and 
horses, has been deplorable, but there can be no question 
that whilst the Royal Army Medical Corps is straining 
every nerve to lessen the sufferings of the troops, the 
Army Veterinary Department is strenuously following 
its example in respect to the thousands of horses now 
employed.—C'ape Times. 


Action by Veterinary Surgeons, 

Mr. Justice Cozens-Hardy, in the Chancery Division 
on Friday, March 2nd, had before him a motion in the 
action of Hutchinson and Duckworth v. Gray, by which 
the plaintiffs, who are veterinary surgeons of Ashbourne, 
Derby, sought an injunction to restrain Mr. D. M. Gray, 
aveterinary surgeon of Newcastle, Staffs., from engaging 
himself and being employed as a veterinary surgeon 
within a radius of seven miles from Cheadle.—Mr. Free- 
man, for the plaintiff, said Mr. Duckworth in 1898 was 
carrying on business at Cheadle, and took Mr. Gray into 
his employment on certain terms as to payment, and 
Gray agreed that he would not in the event of the em- 
ployment being determined be engaged or employed in 
any veterinary surgeon’s business in Ashbourne or 
Cheadle, or within seven miles of those places. Defen- 
dant determined his engagement in 1899, and Mr Duck- 
worth sold the business at Cheadle to Mr. Hutchinson. 
The defendant went to Newcastle-under-Lyme, but visited 
Cheadle weekly, and advertised that he would carry on 
business as before.—Mr. Ford, for the defendant, ad- 
mitted that the defendant must not have an office in 
Cheadle, but argued that there was nothing to prevent 
him from visiting clients in Cheadle.— His Lordship said 
it could not be seriously suggested that there had been 
no breach of the covenant. The defendant had adver- 
tised that he would carry on business at Cheadle “as 
hitherto,” and he must grant an injunction against him 
in the terms of the covenant until the trial of the action 
or further order. Derby Reporter. 


A Well-earned Distinction. 


Pho. Edinburgh University has decided to confer the 
ae of Doctor of Laws upon the distinguished en- 
mologist and friend of the farmer, Miss Eleanor A. 
canal whose fame as an economic entomologist is 
aa wide, and who has for the last twenty-three years 
oa "ogy attention to the study of various insect 
lens he bestowal of the honour upon a lady is 
readers will remember Miss Ormerod’s contri- 


pao ob the Forest Fly and the Warble Pest, some 


“he The Army Veterinary Department. 
week] is with evident pride we peruse in the daily and 
riodicals, and magazines the glow- 
nt unts of the bravery and fortitude of our men at 
Lami, Ugased in South Africa. The public is made 
af with the conduct of every department of the 
y except one—the Army Veterinary Depart- 


ae which struggles day and night to maintain the 
health and good condition of the noble animals, on which 
so much depends, committed to their charge. 

Why is it that of the veterinarians, whose lives are not 
only endangered by the enemy but by the frequently half- 
crazed animals on which they have to attend, we never 
hear a word, good, bad, or indifferent ? Why is it that the 
actions of the A.V.D., which is made up of educated and 
intelligent men, are seldom if ever made known to the 
public ?—-Lucirer, U.S.A. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette. 
Wark Orrice, PALL MALL, Mar. 9. 


THE IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

To be Veterinary Officers, with the temporary rank 
of Veterinary-Lieutenant.—Vet.-Lieut. J. P. Spanton, 
the Duke of York’s Royal Canadian Hussars ; T. A. 
Huband, gent., F.R.C.V.S.; and H. C. Taylor, gent., 
M.R.C.V.S. 


Civil Veterinary Surgeon Evershed sailed on March 8th 
in the Sunda (transport 96). 


Lieutenant J. P. Spartan sailed in the Winkfield for 
S. Africa, March 13.—Zhe T'imes. 


V.S. Oliver to 6th Inniskilling Dragoons, temporarily, 
vice Vet.-Capt. Cooper on sick list. 

C. E. Smith, and W. H. Hirst arrived Cape Town, 
Feb. 12th. 

C. E. Smith, posted De Aar, general duty. 

W.H. Hirst, posted Modder R., general duty. 

A. R. 8. Jackson, ted to Orange R., general 
duty with the Field Hospital. 

Lawrie, posted to Mounted Infantry. 

Burrage, posted to Kitchener’s Horse. — 

V.-Maj. F. Smith, arrived Capetown 13th Feb., placed 
on special duty in connection with hired 
Transport oxen. i 

V.S. B. Fowler, arrived Capetown, Feb. 16th, pro- 
ceeds to Natal. 

Towers arrived Capetown, Feb. 17th. proceeds 
to Natal. 


OBITUARY 
Joun Lawson, V.S., Dunning, Perthshire. 


Mr. Lawson died last week at an advanced age. The 
deceased gentleman, who was a native of Falkirk, 
settled in Dunning some thirty-three years ago. During 
the time of the rinderpest plague he acted as epenting 
veterinary surgeon for that district. Afterwards he took 
up the hotel business, and also the auctioneering busi- 
ness ; but he severed his connection with these businesses 
long ago. He was a gentleman of great and varied 
abilities, and was held in high esteem by the agricul- 
tural community in Perthshire. His son, Mr. Alexander 
Lawson, M.R.C.V.S., is a practitioner in Falkirk—W.B.A. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
SANITARY INSTITUTE. 
Sir, 


In your leaderette connected with the above Institute 
you omitted to state the facilities offered to obtain a 
practical knowledge of meatinspection. You state there 
are museums, libraries, and laboratories, but there is no 
mention of dissecting rooms, slaughterhouses and bacon 
factories ; nor is there a reference to the number of 
veterinary surgeons engaged to teach the subject. Per- 
haps they are not considered qualified to teach? So 
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this is the institution to which we are to look for a know- 
ledge of one of the most important subjects connected 
with our profession. What is the use of teaching 
anatomy, histology, pathology and bacteriology in our 
colleges if we are not considered competent to put our 
knowledge of these subjects in practice? And, strange 
as it may appear, some of our members appear to sup- 

ort this idea. To my mind this is nothing short of an 
insult to our colleges, teachers, and profession. Rather 
let us uphold our own standard and demand that our 
members shall have the positions for which they are pre- 
eminently trained.—Yours faithfully, 

W. J. Moran, F.R.C.V.S. 


SHALL WE GO BACK? 


Sir, 

As an opponent of the bye-law forbidding advertise- 
ment, and one who has openly defied the Council to put 
its provisions in force against myself, I was glad to see 
a little business-like remark or two in a_ presidential 
address, by su eminent a practitioner as Mr. Villar. He 
begins to recognise now what I pointed out years ago, 
namely, that to forbid qualified men to advertise good 
things is to leave the field open to the quack to advertise 
had ones. The result is now seen—“ where one such 
person (quack) advertised 20 years ago, 10 do so now.” 
Quite so, Mr. Villar and gentlemen of the Council. It is 
your doing, you have pursued the shadow of professional 
status, while your constituents have lost the substance of 
real profit from the sale of reliable remedies not intended 
to supplant the practitioner, but as first aids, and in one’s 
own immediate district, to provide clients with medicines 
whose composition is known to the V.S. who will be 
called in if first aid is not aid enough. 

There is now no county where particular firms of 
animal medicine makers do not do a thriving trade, and 
laugh in their sleeves at vur suicidal policy in not allow- 
ing our members to secure a good share of the local 
sale for veterinary medicines. This was easy to do at 
onetime. Decently worded advertisements of remedies 

repared by a qualified practitioner could be inserted in 
ocal papers, with advantage to buyer and seller, before 
the profession adopted the anti-advertising rule, and 
every general practitioner knows that the sale or supply- 
ing of medicines is still the most profitable part of the 
business in England. It is our conduct as individual 
gentlemen which makes the public respect our profession 
(or otherwise) not the rules made by pedants, or those so 
happily situated as to be indifferent to the difficulties of 
beginners in making a buszness. 

As I suppose that a presidential address is in the 
nature of a post-prandial oration, and something must be 
allowed for that enthusiasm which is generated by the 
association of great minds, one must not take too 
seriously everything that is included in its delivery, 
otherwise it would not have been suggested that the 
R.S.P.C.A. should act as a veterinary trade protection 
society and prosecute persons for using quack 
medicines. 

“ Has the restriction on our advertising helped to pro- 
mote this position?” asks Mr. Villar. Yes, certainly it 
has. As a chemist of thirty years experience I can recall 
the time when the veterinary surgeon’s “drinks and 
balls” were wholly above competition from the druggist. 
Each practitioner in his own district, enjoyed more or 
less of a reputation for supplying medicines which, if 
they failed, denoted a case too serious to tinker with, 
and then when the veterinary surgeon was sent for he 
knew how to deal with a patient that had taken medi- 
cines with whose therapeutic action he was more or less 
familiar. Now, as Mr. Villar suggests, the red or the 
blue, the black or the yellow drench, of some maker re- 
posing in a West-end mansion, is given in the daylight 

-% 


and the vet. sent for at night to the bad cases, or 
the credit given to the quack maker, if the animal re- 
covers. 

Our profession being the youngest of those connected 
with the healing art, we may perhaps be excused for 
some of the proverbial rashness of youth, and painfully 
retrace our steps. We were more or less intoxicated 
with the success of the V.S. Act and the money wrung 
from the registered practitioners and added to so largely 
by the fifteen guinea fees for a Fellowship diploma. 

hat does it bring in now that the examination js a 
real test? Not enough to pay the examiners’ fees. If 
I may be permitted a word which is scarcely relevant to 
the subject of my letter, I would say that the reason 
why the members do nut concern themselves about 
the ene | or past elections, is not as you Mr. Editor, 
sarcastically suggested, that it was a “council of per- 
fection ” but that a sense of hoplessness and disgust has 
settled over the majority, with no special ambition and 
no axe to grind. 

Harotp LEENEy, M.R.C.V.S., M.S.A. 


CONCERNING DRUGS AND THEIR SALE. 
Sir, 

You really must be very hard up indeed for “copy” 
or interesting matter for your periodical when you are 
compelled to insert such a letter as that “Concerning 
Drugs and their Sale,” signed “ Reality ! ”—Yours 
faithfully, 


March 10th. 
[We are, and should be glad even of more twaddle.—Eb.] 


THE APPEAL CASE AT BRIGHTON. 


TWADDLE. 


Sir 
Tam sending you this week some further subscrip- 
tions which I_ have received on behalf of this fund, and 
might I ask those gentlemen who so kindly promi 
subscriptions to send me the same, as I am in great hopes 
that when other members of the profession see the 
amount growing, they too will be fired with enthusiasm 
and will send in their contributions. 

GERALD BLOXSOME. 

15, Goldsmid Road, Brighton. 


March 14th. 

£34. 
J. Millward, Wincanton 10 6 
W. Freeman Barrett, Temple, E.C. 110 

W. Burt, Senr., and W. Burt, Junr., 
Bernard Wood, Brighton 5 5 0 
Total to March 10th 17 5 be 
£24 1 6 


Communications, Booxs, AND PaPERS RECEIV 

J. A. Meredith, Major J.A.Nunn, Messrs. R. J. Dawson. 

W.J. Moran, W.M. Scott, G. Mayall. Harold — 

Journal of Comparative Medicine and Veterinary — 

(Philadelphia, Jan.): Practical Horse-shoeing, Fleming ; 
Physician and Surgeon, The Contemporary Review, The 0 

nightly Review. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all mate’, 
worth bringitig under the notice of the 
thankful to any friends who pe ~~ us cuttings 
local papers containing facts of interest. ; 

Original articles pot reports should be written _ 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the neat 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for poo alba 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 2 


Road, 8.W. 


| — 
Wi 
— ot 
pr 
th 
th 
ve 
me 
wh 
| th 
| 
| Wi 
| gis 
| the 
| the 
| 
hay 
dis 
int 
Cise 
0 
Its ¢ 
| y 
but 
tion 
| tic t 
Jour 
“I 
requi 
With 
and 
With 
Corp 
appoi 
There 
tors,” 
Meat 
| 4 cou 
sar; 
| Officer 
Th 
Cong, 


